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The legislators also had a unique opportunity to 
see renewable energy in action during a field trip 
to a nearby hydroelectric dam, which included a 
guided tour of the turbine room from some of the 
engineers working on the project.

Inspired by the expert presentations and 
extensive discussions in small groups, the 
participating legislators made a number of 
concrete commitments to take action in their 
own parliaments and constituencies to promote 
renewable energy in ways that are appropriate 
to the specific needs of their countries. As well as 
the personal action pledges, MPs from the three 
South Asian countries – Bangladesh, India and 
Sri Lanka – drafted and signed a joint declaration 
calling on their respective governments to work 
towards energy trading and regional cooperation 
on renewable energy policy. 

The Hearing was covered widely in the national 
media of Sri Lanka and India. The opening 
press conference was very well attended by 
representatives of the press, and articles appeared 
in the Financial Express (India), Business Line India, 
Ceylon Today, the Sri Lankan Business Standard, 
the New Indian Express, Lanka Business Today, and 
the Sri Lankan Financial Times, as well as across 
dozens of local news and current affairs websites. 
Interviews with the Climate Parliament’s Chairman, 
Sir Graham Watson, and Secretary-General, 
Nicholas Dunlop, were broadcast on Sri Lankan 
television networks YATV and ITN-SL.

In November 2012, the Climate Parliament 
and UNDP held the first in an ongoing series 
of parliamentary meetings, as part of the 
Parliamentary Action on Renewable Energy (PARE) 
project. The Hearing, held in the beautiful seaside 
town of Wadduwa, Sri Lanka, brought together 
some 44 delegates, including Ministers, Committee 
Chairs and Members of Parliament, international 
policy experts, respected climate scientists and 
representatives of NGOs. 

Over the course of the three-day Hearing, MPs 
heard presentations from climate scientists, policy 
experts, and technical specialists, questioned 
leading thinkers on potential solutions to the 
climate change problem, and worked together 
to discuss possible solutions and outline future 
legislation. 

The Hearing focused on regional electricity trading 
and the potential of sustainable investment for 
cutting carbon emissions, fighting poverty, and 
driving economic growth. A particular focus for 
the Hearing was different legislative strategies 
for encouraging the development of renewable 
energy in the developing world, and the benefits 
that could accrue from such investment. Discussion 
groups were organised regionally to recognise 
the diversity of the attendees, and ensure that 
the dialogue remained focussed on the specific 
challenges and opportunities renewable energy 
faces in each region. 

Introduction

Policy for the Renewable Revolution 
Sri Lanka, November 2012

Introduction
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After opening remarks from the Chairman of the 
Climate Parliament, Sir Graham Watson MEP, and 
the UNDP’s Resident Coordinator for Sri Lanka, Mr 
Subinay Nandy, the 2012 Parliamentary Hearing 
was officially opened by the Hon. Patali Ranawaka, 
the Sri Lankan Minister for Energy. 

In his keynote address, the Hon. Minister noted 
that Hurricane Sandy, which had caused damage 
estimated at some $50 billion, had been a dramatic 
wake up call for those who still profess scepti-
cism or ignorance of the threat of climate change. 
Pointing out that billions of lives were at risk in the 
developing world if carbon emissions continued 
unabated, the Minister insisted that the era of fossil 
fuels was over, and called for a paradigm shift in 
the way energy was produced and consumed. He 
stated that Sri Lanka wanted to be a pathfinder for 
fighting climate change, and called upon the coun-
tries of the global south to become leaders in the 
transition to renewable energy. 

After a brief round of introductions from the MPs 
present, Professor J Srinivasan of the Divecha 
Centre for Climate Change outlined the scale of 
the climate problem in the first presentation of the 
Hearing. In a sobering briefing, Professor Srinivasan 
emphasised that the developing world will bare 
much of the brunt of climate change, thanks to 

two key interlinked factors – falling crop yields, and 
the increasing scarcity of potable water, which will 
directly threaten billions of lives as global tempera-
tures rise by 2ºC or more over the coming century. 
The Professor rejected the view – common among 
some politicians in the developing world – that 
pollution is a price to be paid for economic devel-
opment.  Pointing out that the global south already 
emits more gross carbon than the developed world, 
and that twelve of the fifteen most polluted cities 
in the world lie in Asia, the Professor argued that all 
countries – not just the rich ones - must take drastic 

action, before it is too late. As Professor Srinivasan 
put it, “the Earth is like a heavy truck hurtling down 
a mountain road. We need to hit the brakes when 
we see the bend in the road up ahead – if we wait 
until we get to the corner, then we’ll head straight 
off the cliff”. 

The conference then split into two groups for fo-
cussed regional discussion, one comprised of MPs 
from South Asia countries, and the other made 
up of MPs from the Middle East, North Africa, and 
Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Content of the Hearing: Friday

Policy for the Renewable Revolution 
Sri Lanka, November 2012

Content of the Hearing: Friday

“The era of fossil fuels is over.” 
- Hon. Patali Ranawaka  

Sri Lankan Minister for Energy
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Content of the Hearing: Friday

In the South Asian group, the discussion in the first 
session focussed on the current climate and energy 
challenges for the three countries of the region. 
The status of renewable energy development in the 
three different countries was also discussed.

For Bangladesh, the main issue facing the country 
was felt to be the huge shortage of electricity, with 
a large part of the population still without access to 
any electricity at all. Existing electricity generation 
comes largely from natural gas (64%) and other 
fossil fuels, with renewable energy contributing 
only a very small portion to electricity generation. 
However, Mr Tanvir Shakil Joy MP pointed out 
that some renewable projects are underway, with 
a current focus on solar energy development, and 
some wind energy development in coastal areas. 
In addition, some initiatives are being taken for 
the development of biomass energy sector, and 
geothermal energy tapping is being considered. A 
National Renewable Energy policy is also currently 
being finalised.  

For India, the discussion centred around different 
challenges. Although there has been significant 
renewable energy development in the recent years, 
including a massive growth in wind and solar instal-
lations under the national solar mission, financing 
for projects is still too difficult to obtain, and overly-
complicated regulation at state and local levels is 
hampering growth. Mr Kalikesh Deo MP gave as an 
example the National Clean Energy fund, designed 
to finance research and innovation in clean energy 
technology and created through a clean energy tax 
on coal, but which is yet to achieve its full potential. 
In addition, efforts are being made to introduce 
mandatory renewable energy purchase obligations 
(RPOs) in all Indian states.

In Sri Lanka, the MPs discussed decentralized 
renewable energy systems for tapping local re-
sources, which were felt to be a suitable option for 
meeting rural energy needs, although currently the 
hydropower sector receives the majority of govern-
ment spending on energy.

The group then drew up a list of suggested possible 
areas for regional cooperation, which included: ad 
hoc small scale technology transfer between India, 
Sri Lanka and Bangladesh; forming a parliamentary 
climate group in the South Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation (SAARC); regional grids; regional 
resource mapping (including tidal power); and the 
replication of success stories of one country in the 
others. The MPs then proposed to draft a joint 
declaration for promoting regional cooperation in 
renewable energy development. They agreed that 
any drafted resolution must mention cross-country 
transmission of renewable energy, joint resource 
mapping of the region, and efforts for development 
of new technologies.

In the African discussion group, chaired by Mr Moh 
Rejdali, MP, initial discussions focused on the need 
to educate the public on the dangers of climate 
change, and it was agreed that this task was an 
important responsibility for MPs to shoulder. Ms 
Zohra Smida MP urged the assembled MPs to 
spread a culture of no pollution between rich and 
poor countries, pointing out that with renewable 
energy the tools to make this possible were already 
available. The group agreed that the world should 
not spare any efforts to protect the environment 
for future generations. 

Mr Papa Biram Touré MP linked the climate prob-
lem with the economic problems currently facing 
the developing world. Pointing out that economic 
growth is very important in Senegal as a response 
to short term development needs, Mr Touré argued 
that a green growth strategy is required to en-

For Bangladesh, the main issue facing the 
country was felt to be the huge shortage of 
electricity, with a large part of the population 
still without access to any electricity at all. 
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courage wind, solar and hydro power, and to fight 
desertification. 

Ms Noura Laroussi discussed the Tunisian experi-
ence of implementing policy on solar energy, and 
outlined some of the problems faced, including 
a weak institutional framework, overly expensive 
subsidisation of a tariff system, and a small internal 
market. She called for developed and developing 
countries to work together to enable technology 
transfer to the global sun belt.

Dr Eugene Ngcobo MP pointed to South Africa’s 
achievements in the field, including the solar and 
wind atlas, mapping renewable capacity across the 
country, the development the national energy act, 
the South African National Energy Development 
Institute (SANEDI), and the National Development 
Plan for 2030, which provides a budget of 400 
billion South African Rand for the development of 
renewable energy. 

The MPs then regrouped in plenary, where Dr Wil-
son Matekenya, the Climate Parliament’s Regional 
Director for Sub-Saharan Africa, briefed the confer-
ence on the development benefits of energy ac-

cess. Dr Matekenya explored how each of the UN’s 
Millennium Development Goals (MDG) are linked 
to energy, and argued that electricity access is a key 
crosscutting issue for social and economic growth. 
Access to energy can help fight disease, reduce 
mortality rates, boost education, and encourage 
enterprise. However, Dr Matekenya argued that we 
must ensure that the expansion of energy access is 
facilitated in a sustainable and low-carbon manner, 
as the impacts of continued climate change are 
likely to hamper the efforts of nations in the devel-
oping world to meet their MDG targets.  

Dr Matekenya noted that patterns of infectious dis-
eases are beginning to alter, as the distribution and 
virulence of diseases such as diarrhoea, malaria 
and dengue fever are extremely climate sensitive. 
The warmer, wetter weather predicted for much 
of the developing world means that such diseases 
are likely to become far more widespread over the 
coming century. The relatively weak provision of 
healthcare services in the developing world makes 
the risk of major disease outbreaks ever more 
serious. Droughts and food shortages can also be 
expected if carbon emissions continue unabated, 
causing millions of deaths in the developing world. 
Finally, the security of energy and water could lead 
to political instability and potential conflict in the 
developing world. Dr Matekenya concluded that 
the benefits of access to energy could easily be 
negated, unless that energy was sustainably gener-
ated and distributed. 

After lunch, Mr Amit Kumar, the Associate Direc-
tor for Grids, Energy & Utilities at Pricewater-
houseCoopers, explored the different renewable 
technologies available to policy makers. Mr Kumar 
outlined each of the major technologies – wind, 
solar, wave, hydro, biomass and biogas – and gave 
a detailed technical analysis of the current state of 
the renewables market worldwide. According to Mr 
Kumar, solar power was by far the fastest growing 
technology, with some 70GW of installed capacity 
worldwide as of 2011, and another 200GW is ex-
pected to come online by 2017, largely in India and 
China. On-shore wind power meanwhile expects to 
grow from 230GW to 400GW over the same period, 
again buoyed by significant Chinese investment. 
Off-shore wind is growing at a slower rate, thanks 
to higher up front costs. The United Kingdom cur-
rently leads the world in installed off-shore wind 
capacity, but further growth is being hampered 

“We must ensure that the expansion of energy access is 
facilitated in a sustainable and low-carbon manner, as the 
impacts of continued climate change are likely to hamper 
the efforts of nations in the developing world to meet 
their MDG targets.”

Policy for the Renewable Revolution 
Sri Lanka, November 2012

Content of the Hearing: Friday



8

by political and regulatory disputes. Hydropower, 
meanwhile, currently has around 1000GW installed 
worldwide, with India, China, Brazil and Vietnam 
generating the most hydroelectricity. Analysts at 
PWC expect renewables to reach grid parity in 
many regions of the world by 2017, with some 
regional solar projects already at grid parity in 
India, but Mr Kumar warned that a lack of regula-
tory clarity is hindering current investment. He also 
encouraged the provision of after-sales support for 
solar PV projects, as past schemes to electrify rural 
areas with off-grid PV systems had failed due to a 
lack of support post-installation. 

The next presentation came from Mr Nicholas Dun-
lop, the Chairman of the Climate Parliament, who 
opened with a recap of the likely consequences 
of undiminished carbon emissions: declining crop 
yields, spikes in food prices, mass starvation among 
the world’s poor, drought, desertification, and 
sea-level rises that could wipe every coastal city in 
the world off the map. To avoid such calamity, Mr 
Dunlop explained that carbon emissions must peak 
before 2020 and fall by 5% per annum thereaf-
ter. To engineer such a thoroughgoing economic 
turnaround is a truly colossal undertaking, of the 
sort normally seen only in wartime. Yet, Mr Dunlop 
argued, it is still possible. 

Mr Dunlop then examined the potential of high-
voltage direct current electricity interconnectors 
in tackling the climate change threat. Such “super-
grids” overcome the fact that individual renewable 
energy resources are intermittent and geographi-
cally dispersed, by linking up wind, solar and hydro 
on a continental scale to create a reliable supply of 
clean, cheap energy for all. Mr Dunlop reempha-
sised the huge advantages of renewable energy, 
firstly in terms of carbon reductions, but also in the 
fields of public health, job creation, price stability 
of fuel, energy security, and long-term national 
assets. Finally, he called on nations of the develop-
ing world to stop thinking of themselves as victims, 
and start seeing themselves as leaders of the global 
transition to a cleaner, more sustainable future.

The final presentation of Friday’s session was given 
by the UNDP Global Environment Facility’s Regional 

Technical Specialist, Mr Buthchaiah Gadde. Mr 
Gadde outlined the UN’s “Sustainable Energy For 
All” initiative. The SE4ALL programme has three 
key goals, which are to ensure universal access 
to energy, double the global rate of improve-
ment in energy efficiency, and double the share 
of renewables in the global energy mix. Mr 
Gadde explained how UN agencies can provide 
technical support to parliamentarians interested 
in enacting climate legislation through various 
programmes such as the Clean Start initiative, the 
Green Climate Fund, and Nationally Appropriate 
Mitigation Actions (NAMAs). 

Mr Gadde pointed out that, with so many differ-
ent agencies and NGOs funding various climate 
change and renewable energy programmes, it 
was difficult to keep an accurate overview of 
the complicated revenue streams and funding 
sources available in the developing world. How-
ever, UNDP has conducted research into localised 
policy adaptation required in the various target 
countries, and can assist MPs in choosing the 
most appropriate policies and funding sources for 
their countries. He also outlined the Green Cli-
mate Fund, which aims to simplify and streamline 
the infrastructure of existing UN climate change 
funding. 

Policy for the Renewable Revolution 
Sri Lanka, November 2012

Content of the Hearing: Friday

“Some 200GW of new solar photovoltaic generation 
capacity is expected to come online by 2017, largely in 
India and China”

“The nations of the developing world must see 
themselves as leaders of the global transistion to 

a cleaner, more sustainable future”
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Saturday began with Mr Tim Yeo MP, the Chair 
of the UK’s Energy and Climate Change Select 
Committee in the House of Commons, giving 
a presentation on regulatory and legislative 
best practice for encouraging renewable 
investment. Mr Yeo emphasised the importance 
of energy efficiency measures in reducing 
carbon emissions cheaply and quickly, arguing 
that improving energy efficiency should be an 
unarguable priority for any political party. He 
also outlined the UK’s ambitious plan to reduce 
carbon emissions from electricity generation 
by 80%, which will necessitate the complete 
removal of coal from the UK energy mix, and 
explained the different strategies used in the 
UK to decarbonise the power supply, including 
Renewable Obligations Certificates, feed-in 
tariffs, the soon-to-be-published Energy Bill, 
and carbon budgets run by an independent 
auditing committee. 

Mr Yeo pointed out that tariffs and subsidies 
for renewable energy need to be consistent 
and stable to encourage consumer and investor 
confidence, and thus cannot be tweaked or 
adjusted constantly. Hence, it is important to 
concentrate on the technologies which are 
closest to being market competitive, in order to 
justify government subsidies; more expensive 
and esoteric projects are harder to justify to 
taxpayers. 

The delegates then moved into regional 
groups for a break out discussion. In the 
second meeting of the African regional group, 
discussion focussed on how to improve the 
capacity of a country to support research and 

Content of the Hearing: Saturday

development into renewable energy technology. 
This was felt to be vital for the development of 
a national renewable energy market, could help 
create highly skilled well paid jobs, and allow 

the export and trade of technology. Financing 
such research, however, was felt to still present a 
significant problem. Mr Rejdali pointed out that 
Morocco has had a renewable energy strategy 
and solar strategy in place for the past 5 years, 
but the government has been slow to implement 
its recommendations due to the cost. 

Mr Touré of Senegal suggested that MPs should 
not only think about the funding of projects at 

Policy for the Renewable Revolution 
Sri Lanka, November 2012

Content of the Hearing: Saturday

“Tariffs and subsidies for renewable energy need to 
be consistent and stable to encourage consumer and 
investor confidence, and thus cannot be tweaked or 

adjusted constantly”
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the national budget; engaging other ministries 
such as that of health and education and 
encouraging solar PV installations and other 
renewable energy projects in school and 
hospital buildings; carrying out joint programs 
between two or more countries in order to 
involve multilateral agencies for financing; 
and renewable energy bonds for financing 
renewable energy projects.

The South Asian MPs then signed a declaration, 
pledging to address the challenge of climate 
change by promoting renewable energy. They 
agreed that South Asian countries should work 
towards a clear regional policy to promote the 
cross-border transfer of renewable energy and 
each country in the region should endeavour 
towards short and long term renewable energy 
goals. The MPs also agreed to urge their 
Governments to develop concrete proposals 
for financing renewable energy projects, for 
discussing with multilateral agencies. They also 
agreed to further encourage their respective 
Governments to collaborate in research and 
development of renewable energy technologies 
for the South Asian region. 

It was signed by nine MPs, including Showkat 
Ara Begum, Jayant Chaudhary, Kalikesh Deo, 
Tanvir Shakil Joy, Anisul Islam Mondol, Zunaid 
Ahmed Palak, Rajiv Pratap Rudy, and Thomas 
Sangma.

The declaration was subsequently presented 
to the Indian Prime Minister, the Hon. Dr 
Manmohan Singh, on the 9th of December, by 

a national and local level, but also consider the 
possibilities for financing at an international 
level. He pointed out that revolutionary changes 
were unnecessary, and cited the example of the 
German feed-in tariff, where a small change in 
existing legislation had a considerable impact 
on the market. 

Meanwhile, in the South Asian group, 
discussion on the draft text of the joint 
declaration continued. There was also a brief 
discussion on the various financial incentives 
and mechanisms which can be deployed to 
encourage growth in renewable energy, which 
included government guarantees for renewable 
energy projects; percentage allocation for 
renewable energy projects under funds for 
addressing climate change; increasing the 
percentage allocation for renewable energy in 

Policy for the Renewable Revolution 
Sri Lanka, November 2012

Content of the Hearing: Saturday
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members of the Climate Parliament group in 
the Indian Parliament. The Hon. Dr Singh agreed 
that climate change is one of the most pressing 
issues affecting the region, and pledged to take 
a personal interest in the Indian government’s 
renewable energy targets. The signatories 
also plan to simultaneously present the joint 
declaration to the speakers of the Bangladeshi, 
Indian and Sri Lankan Parliaments early in 2013.
The full text of the declaration is attached to 
this document as an appendix. 

Following the conclusion of the regional 
discussions, the MPs regathered in plenary. Dr 
Sanjay Kumar, Senior Advisor for the Climate 
Parliament, gave the next presentation via 
Skype as he was unable to join us personally. 
Dr Kumar explored how national funding 
for renewable energy programmes could be 
boosted through various initiatives, including 
international financing, energy bonds, 
transferred fossil fuel subsidies, loan guarantees 
and micro-credit. He also described the Climate 
Parliament India Group’s campaign to increase 
federal spending on renewables to 1% of the 
national budget – a fiftyfold increase over its 
current level. 

Sir Graham Watson MEP then led a plenary 
discussion on parliamentary strategy to 
effect renewable legislation, and invited the 
assembled MPs to share the methods that 
have proved effective for them in the past. 
Mr Thomas Sangma MP (India) opined that 
asking questions during budget sessions was 
a powerful tool, while Mr Tanvir Shakil Joy 
MP (Bangladesh) recommended creating a 
cross-party parliamentary group to ensure that 
renewable energy did not end up as a divisive 
political issue. Mr Tim Yeo MP (UK) argued for 
the importance of using the media effectively 
to reach voters directly and build support for 
parliamentary measures. 

Mr Sisa Njikelana MP (South Africa) stated 
that parliamentarians need to monitor those 
departments charged with implementing 
renewable energy projects, to ensure that 
targets were reached effectively, while Mr 
Papa Biram Touré MP (Senegal) reemphasised 
the importance of guiding private finance 
through national investment in tax exemptions, 
subsidies, and tariffs. Mr Dhamir Mannai 

MP (Tunisia) agreed, stating that energy 
production subsides were helpful but needed 
to be carefully implemented. Mr Moh Rejdali 
MP (Morrocco) suggested trying to redirect 
subsidies currently going to fossil fuels into 
other, more effective channels, and stated that 
he is working towards abolishing all subsidies 
and establishing proper market rates for all 
energy products. 

The final presentation of the conference was 
made by Dr Mostafa El Aouazi, the Climate 
Parliament’s Regional Director for the Middle 
East and North Africa region. Dr El Aouazi spoke 
in Arabic about how best to leverage private 
finance through public policy. 

The last session on Saturday was dedicated to 
a round of action pledges, where MPs made 
personal commitments to future action on 
climate change. These pledges shall be explored 
in detail in section 3. 

On Sunday, the attendees visited a hydroelectric 
dam in the hills of Kalutara for a close-up look 
at renewable energy in action. The 70MW 
Kukule Ganga dam was commissioned in 2005, 
thus becoming Sri Lanka’s first run-of-river dam. 
After some illuminating presentations from the 
Chief Engineer and Project Manager of the dam, 
the group was ushered down into the bowels 
of the earth, where the MPs visited the turbine 
halls located some 90m underground. 

Policy for the Renewable Revolution 
Sri Lanka, November 2012

Content of the Hearing: Saturday
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Tanvir Shakil Joy MP, Bangladesh

Mr Joy argued that the first step must be to 
sensitise other MPs to the issues. He then 
pledged: 

- To revisit the 2008 Renewable Energy 
policy in Parliament, to strengthen it, make 
it more appropriate, and to ensure that it is 
mainstreamed into all areas of energy policy
- To examine and work towards new subsidies 
to provide extra incentives for renewable 
investment. Mr Joy felt this was a key area as 
renewable energy needs huge investment but the 
developing world lacks the funding.
- To investigate and recommend the creation 
of a separate government fund, dedicated to 
renewable investment
- To work towards regional co-operation, as laid 
out in the South Asian Declaration. All countries 
in the South Asian region crave energy – and 
renewable energy has unlimited potential to meet 
that demand.

Thomas Sangma MP, India

Mr Sangma committed to create a local renewable 
development scheme by pledging 10% of his 
constituency funds to support renewable energy 
projects in his constituency.  He also promised to 
work to draw people and politicians together from 
around the South Asian region, as the conference 
had made him realise that co-operation and 
sharing is vital. 

MP’s Action Pledges

Policy for the Renewable Revolution 
Sri Lanka, November 2012

Regional action pledges

Sisa Njikelana MP, South Africa

Mr Njikelana thanked the speakers and organisers 
for putting the Hearing together and providing 
inspiring, thought-provoking presentations which 
underlined how important the climate problem 
is. He stated that the conference had engendered 
a deep understanding of climate impacts, and 
deep understanding is exactly what is required. 
He pledged to redouble his personal efforts to 
encourage renewables, stating that all too often 
people are more interested in rural energy access, 
at any environmental cost – but they need to 
consider the environmental impacts. Mr Njikelana 
also admired the promise of Mr Sangma to pledge 
10% of his constituency funding to RE projects, 
and regretted that he was unable to do the 
same as constituency funding is party controlled 
in South Africa and cannot be earmarked so 
specifically. 

Papa Biram Touré MP, Senegal

Mr Touré pledged to raise the issue of renewable 
energy at the budget session of the Senegalese 
Parliament. He also pledged to bring new policies 
on sustainability and climate change mitigation 
for debate in the National Assembly – specifically, 
to work towards the creation of a parliamentary 
commission dedicated to renewables, as 
Senegal needs an institutional body to make 
the renewable transition a reality. He stressed 
that the Senegalese Government must make a 
financial commitment, as ultimately he felt that 
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the development of renewable energy hinged on the 
financial issues of cost and investment.

Dhammir Mannai, Tunisia

Mr Mannai suggested that the drafting of the 
new Tunisian constitution would create a fantastic 
opportunity to make sure that sustainability and 
the environment are enshrined at the very heart of 
political dialogue in Tunisia.  His pledges included:

- A request to the Climate Parliament to develop 
a regional team in the Middle East & North Africa 
(MENA) region, similar to the team currently 
working in India, to work on legislative issues. Mr 
Mannai pledged to work closely with the Climate 
Parliament’s Regional Director in the future. 
- A pledge to work to raise awareness of renewable 
energy with other MPs in the Tunisian Parliament
- A promise to work to open channels between the 
Tunisian Parliament and the Tunisian renewables 
industry
- A commitment to never talk about energy, without 
talking about renewable energy in the same breath

Nqaba Ngcobo MP, South Africa

Dr Ngcobo held up the record of South Africa 
as a signatory to many climate change treaties, 
and pointed out that South Africa participates at 
many climate change forums, where it plays a big 
role. He promised that the Climate Parliament 
initiative would be supported by the South African 
parliament.

Zunaid Ahmed Palak MP, Bangladesh

Mr Palak’s first pledge was to install a solar power 
panel on his own home. He also pledged to:

- Ensure that all government offices, schools, and 
colleges within his constituency are equipped with 
solar panels, as a demonstration to the community 
of how the technology works
- Place a private members bill, with the help of 
Climate Parliament staff, to promote renewables, 
as he felt that this was the best way to get media 
attention and place renewable energy in the media 

spot light. 
- Request a Q&A session with the Energy Minister, 
and request that the Energy Ministry  starts 
mapping the renewable resources of Bangladesh
- Ask constituents to find out who is already using 
renewable energy, and where in his constituency 
would such projects be most appropriate and 
most beneficial
- Work together with NGOs and research groups 
to promote understanding of renewables and the 
climate threat. 

Jayant Chaudhary MP, India

Mr Chaudhary pledged to work towards 
preventing polluting industries from setting 
up in his constituency. Stating that he wanted 
to concentrate on helping people with no 
electricity, rather than not enough, Mr Chaudhary 
promised to try to replace kerosene with off-grid 
renewables and village mini-grids in the rural 
parts of his constituency. He pledged to work 
closely with the Climate Parliament India team, 
to introduce a bill that will include renewable 
purchase obligations in national energy policy, 
and promised to look into the creation of special 
manufacturing zones to encourage sustainable 
investment in cutting edge renewable technology. 
He also pledged to pressure the Government of 
India to ensure that the National Clean Energy 
Fund – a fund created from taxes on domestic 
coal – is spent on providing risk guarantees for 
renewable energy projects. Finally, he promised 
to expand the membership of the Climate 
Parliament India team in the Indian Parliament.

Kalikesh Deo MP, India

Mr Deo argued that it was vital to work towards 
the creation of renewable purchase obligations, 
so that a certain percentage of state government 
energy contracts must be issued to firms 
providing sustainable energy. He stated that he 
would work to ensure that such obligations “really 
have teeth”. In addition, he pledged to:

- Introduce a private members bill on climate 
change, so as to push for the adoption of 



14

renewable technology using the staff support of 
the Climate Parliament team
- Work towards the creation of a central 
mechanism to encourage collaboration between 
Sri Lanka, India and Bangladesh on a regional grid, 
so the countries can work together. Mr Deo called 
for regular meetings to be set up to encourage 
private investment
- Raise awareness amongst voters in his 
constituency by organising a public conference 
with school and college students to educate 
people on climate change

Showkat Ara Begum MP, Bangladesh

Ms Begum pledged to work hard to promote 
renewable energy in her constituency, with a 
particular focus on biogas and biomass, as those 
technologies are particularly useful for her 
constituents.

Anisol Islam Mondol MP, Bangladesh

Mr Mondol stated his belief that the issue of 
energy is one of the greatest challenges facing the 
people of Bangladesh. The Bangladeshi people 
demand power, and the issue has become so 
politicised that it has become an election issue. 
Mr Mondol argued that without energy there 
is no room for life, and that Bangladesh has 
been neglected for too long by other countries. 
He pledged to work towards powering every 
household in his constituency, while trying his 
best to tackle climate change. 

Abdelaziz Kotti MP, Tunisia

Mr Kotti outlined his belief that Tunisia has a 
historical mission to protect future generations, 
through the preservation of nature and 
development of suitable systems to protect 
the environment. He pledged to present the 
documents, presentations and toolkits from 
the conference to his colleagues in the Tunisian 
Parliament, so as to work to educate them on 

renewable energy and climate change issues. 
He also pledged to contact civil society groups 
working on environmental issues, and to open a 
dialogue with other countries in the MENA region 
on renewable energy.

Moh Rejdali MP, Morocco

Mr Rejdali argued that Morocco needs to invest 
in solar energy now, even if it is slightly more 
expensive at present. Morocco’s reserves of oil 
and gas are limited; thus Mr Rejdali argued there 
is a huge space for renewables to fill. He then 
personally pledged to:

- Spread the messages of the Hearing to other 
members of his Committee, the appropriate 
government ministers, and work towards 
educating other MPs in Morocco on the severity 
of the climate threat.
- Hold a meeting in the Moroccan Parliament on 
renewable energy, with the support of the Climate 
Parliament’s regional director.
- Work towards the creation of a common agenda 
for all parties, with all discussions on common 
ground.
- Question the government over what legislation it 
plans to introduce to support renewable energy.

Moez Kammoun, Tunisia

Mr Kammoun pledged to register on the UNDP 
online parliamentary portal, Agora, in order to 
connect with other MPs interested in climate 
change, and to publish articles to spread 
information, technical data and engineering 
studies on the topic of renewable energy. He 
also pledged to sensitise his fellow politicians on 
the necessity of introducing emissions tests for 
vehicle engines, and establish minimum standards 
for vehicles to meet on pollution. Finally, he 
promised to work towards opportunities for 
strengthened energy efficiency legislation in 
Tunisia. 

Policy for the Renewable Revolution 
Sri Lanka, November 2012

Field Trip & Conclusion
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(PARE) is a joint project organised by UNDP and 
the Climate Parliament, created to help MPs in the 
developing world to design and implement policies 
on renewable energy.  

The project focuses on the generation and 
transmission of renewable energy in a wide range 
of contexts, from large-scale solar power stations 
or wind farms, to small-scale biogas digesters 
which can turn agricultural waste into cooking gas 
for a single household. In addition, the project 
encourages the development of both long-distance, 
cross-border grid connections linking as many 
people as possible to areas where renewable 
energy is most abundant, and village mini-grids 
enabling communities that are far from the national 
grid to harness local solar, wind, small hydro, 
biomass or other renewable resources. In doing so, 
the PARE project aims to ensure that the needs and 
knowledge of both women and men will inform 
programme activities, including specific measures 
to ensure that women and men benefit more 
equitably from its outputs and outcomes.

Wherever opportunities arise, the project will also 
seek to address closely related themes such as 
energy efficiency and climate adaptation, without 
diluting the main focus on the switch from fossil 
fuels to renewable energy.

The Climate Parliament is the only international 
parliamentary network with renewable energy 
development as its primary focus. The Climate 
Parliament brings considerable experience to the 
task of organising international parliamentary 
hearings and coordinating South-South 
parliamentary networking. It has achieved 
impressive results in terms of successful 
parliamentary initiatives over recent years. 

Contributing to parliamentary activities that aim 
to advance specific objectives can be politically 
sensitive for intergovernmental agencies. As an 
independent parliamentary network, owned by the 
MPs themselves, the Climate Parliament does not 
run the risk of being seen as engaging in external 

About the PARE project

Policy for the Renewable Revolution 
Sri Lanka, November 2012

About the PARE project

political interference, and is able to establish direct 
peer-to-peer channels of communication with 
MPs. This approach has already been established in 
countries such as India where Climate Parliament 
has supported a cross-party network of MPs for 
more than three years with funding from the 
European Commission and Swedish International 
Development Agency.

UNDP is the leading multilateral organization in 
the field of parliamentary strengthening, providing 
technical support and guidance to more than 
70 parliaments around the world (one in three 
national parliaments globally), to effectively address 
global development challenges, such as climate 
change. In this regard, UNDP is strengthening 
the ability of parliaments to elaborate coherent 
and effective policy and legislative frameworks in 
support of renewable energy and climate change 
mitigation. As the principal UN agency dealing with 
renewable energy issues (with clean energy as 
one of its main focus areas), UNDP is a key entry 
point to funding renewable energy and climate 
change projects through mechanisms such as 
the Global Environment Facility. Moreover, UNDP 
promotes knowledge sharing through AGORA 
(www.agora-parl.org), an online knowledge Portal 
on parliamentary development offering resources, 
expertise and networking opportunities on 
parliamentary development.

By working with the Climate Parliament, UNDP is 
directly supporting networks of national political 
leaders who are already keen to pursue greater 
access to renewable and sustainable energy. 
UNDP has a long tradition of working with and 
providing technical support to national networks 
of MPs, be they multi-party women’s caucuses or 
parliamentary groups.

If you are a Parliamentarian or a Parliamentary 
professional interested in ongoing dialogue with 
colleagues on these issues, you are invited to 
register at info@agora-parl.org.
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We, Members of the Parliament from 
South Asian Countries, together pledge to 
address the challenge of climate change 
by promoting renewable energy. Climate 
change is a real threat to the world in 
general, and to South Asia in particular, 
disproportionately affecting the livelihood 
of the poor. Energy supply and security are 
issues of great importance for the entire 
region to sustain growth. One of the key 
pathways to climate change mitigation and 
energy security is to promote renewable 
energy partnership that can facilitate 
energy access, employment and sustainable 
development of the region. While pursuing 
the initiatives on climate change, we believe 
that the development of a regional grid in 
South Asia – a transmission network that 
could link wind, solar, hydro and other 
renewable energy sources and create a 
mechanism for energy trading between the 
regional neighbours to promote reliable and 
sustainable energy for all – can be a much 
desired solution for improving access to 
energy and promoting economic growth in 
South Asia while reducing its dependence on 
fossil fuels.

We believe that the Governments of South 
Asian countries should work towards 
the promotion of a clear regional policy 
to address and promote cross-country 
transmission of renewable energy amidst 
neighbouring South Asian countries. Each 
country in the region should endeavour to 
create short and long term plans to develop 
renewable energy resources.

The South Asian region comprises eight 
countries, all of which are extremely rich in 
renewable reserves. However, the extent of 
development of renewable energy remains 
only a small fraction of the power supply. 
Some attempts have been made in the 
recent past in a few countries to map the 
resources, but the region, as a whole, lacks a 
complete, accurate and updated assessment 
of its renewable energy potential. A 
comprehensive potential assessment of 
renewable energy resources, mainly solar, 
wind, small hydro, biomass and geothermal 
should be taken up as a priority in South Asia 
to facilitate renewable energy exchange and 
co-operation. 

We believe that South Asia’s regional 
commitment towards an ambitious target 
and adequate budget allocations with timely 
policy support in terms of technological 
innovation, transfer and research can 
make the South Asian Region the leading 
renewable energy region in the world.
We call on our governments to engage in 
discussions of the possibilities for renewable 
energy in locations where resources are 
most abundant, for export to areas of 
high demand. For example, large-scale 
solar power could be generated in India to 
supply the Bangladesh market. We urge 
our governments to develop concrete 
proposals for financing, including public-
private risk-sharing, for discussion with 
multilateral agencies. We further encourage 
our governments to collaborate in research 
and development to ensure maximum 
efficiencies for renewable technologies in 
South Asia. 

Appendix: The South-Asian Declaration
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